hospitals and clinics the bloods were tested on clinical suspicion, not routinely. Only a small general hospital and a smaller special hospital were testing the bloods routinely.
The civil population of Calcutta was believed to be over 1-| millions in 1939 (1931 figures : 1,485,582 including Howrah and 1, 196, cluding Howrah). The census of 1941 proved it to be over 2 millions (2, 488, 183 including Howrah and 2,108,891 excluding Howrah).
The ration cards issued towards the end of 1943 proved it to be 3 millions (including Howrah) .
By far the majority of the population tested was Indian. (British, 1918, now Council) has been summarized previously in this journal (Greval, 1943 (Greval and Sen, 1942) , for the unselected Indian population of Calcutta, is under 5.3 per cent. Whether this rate will be found to be higher after the war remains to be seen. A rise in the rate would be in favour of an increased incidence.
Syphilis in India does not thrive and therefore does not" play the same havoc with the human body as in Europe. Whether the disease will become more virulent also remains to be seen.
An increase in virulence will be indicative of an entry into the Indian syphilis of new strains.
